Crop Protection

Lesley has provided some general notes on pest control (below), and a magazine article mainly about building cloche tunnels.  She warns that the pages in the .pdf file are slightly out of order, so read pages 2, 3,  4, then 1. 

PEST CONTROL IDEAS

 SLUGS – beer traps, environmentally friendly pellets, sheep’s wool, crushed egg shell or pine needles around plants.

Lay a rhubarb leaf (or piece of dark plastic or carpet, anything which creates dark and damp)) on the ground and despatch any slugs found snoozing under it. Check under any pots on the ground!

Use a bottle cloche to protect vulnerable seedlings – push well into the soil to help protect from underground attack.

 WASPS – if your apples are attacked by wasps, hang bottles containing a small amount of beer or jam in them from your tree branches.

CARROT ROOT FLY, BUTTERFLIES/CATERPILLARS – it’s worth planting out brassicas and carrots under cover of fleece or enviromesh (this is much more durable) to prevent decimation by caterpillars and root fly. Put fabric over hoops (push stick up end of tubing to push into ground) or canes (put yoghurt pot or similar on top of cane) and weight down with stones leaving no paces for pests to enter.

This will also protect crops, especially brassicas, from strong winds.

CLOCHES AND TUNNELS

As well as above, see an article about making crop covers.

Also make a simple cloche with corrugated plastic and D-shaped wire.

TRANSPLANTING SEEDLINGS

Remember to always hold the seedlings by a leaf, never by the stem.

HANDY HINTS

PAPER POTS – these are probably best for sowing individual seeds. Ensure that the paper pot is wet when planting out and it can be worthwhile to loosen the paper on the base unless there are roots already showing through.

LABELS – cut from plastic pots and milk cartons

OTHER PLANTING CONTAINERS – toilet roll tubes (excellent for peas and beans), plastic milk bottles of any size cut off top and make drainage holes in the base, deep plastic trays but again remember drainage. Anything else you can find!

WATERING

Use a bottle with a drinking nozzle to give seedlings a gentle trickle. 

If the water flow from your watering can is too strong place a stick/cane into the spout and adjust its length to give a weaker, more controllable, flow.

To get water direct to the roots, dig a plant pot or bottle into the ground and water into it. This can also keep the ground surface dry and deter slugs.

